ANTI-EUGJTiYE SLAVE LAW MEETING. 



Al a largo Meeting of persons from various parts of i.lu; R(.atc of New York, liold in llio City; 
of %racuse January 9th 1851, and of which Fkiujkiuck ]>ouola5s wup President, the follj^wing; 
Resolutions and Address were unanimously adopted. The Address is the same, and, with an incon- 
sirlerablo oxcej:)tion, the itcwoUitions are the cainc, as those, Avhich were reported by Gbrrit Smith 
to the Stale Convcmion hchl in said City, January 7th, 8ih, Dth, 1851 : 



5 . 



RESOLUTIONS. 

, ■ i«t. llcsolvcd, that wo ])our out upon ilio Fngitivo Hhvo Law the fidicHt iiicasuro of oar contempt and! 
f|,<&tG and cxocrntion; and pledge oursolvcB to rftBisfc it actively, as woll as pussivcly, and by all such mcivnB, as 
sfaall, in our ctitecni;, promise the most eiroetual rcsihtanoo. ' , 

2d, Resolved, tlint thoy, who consent to 1)e tho agents f>f Southern oppressors for executing tluR law; 
whether as Oommitsiouors. or Marshals, or'in any other cnpacity, are to be regarded' as kitlnappers and laml- 

' ; ''3Jd. ■1^<i»bl,vcd, that it is our cluty to peril life, liberty, and property, in behalf of the fugitive slave, .tc» 
as great an extent, as wo would peril them in behalf of ourselves. , 

4th, llesolvcd, that obviously and grossly Unconstitutional as is this Law, iicvcrthclcss this is not tho 
chief reason why wo condemn and dr^fy it;— for equally, whether they are Constitutional or UncoU&titulioijal,, 
do wo condcnifi.aud defy all lawSj.which insult: Him, who is above all Coastitutioue, and whioh^ aiming not to 
protect, but to destroy, rights, fire, therefore, to be regarded as no laws. . ; 

,, 5th. Kcsolvcd, that, horrible as is this lawywe must bear in raind, that it is but a pexfcctly natural and 
not at all to be wondci-ed at exiiction of slavery '; ahd tliat, hence, our first and great work is to ^et rid,' n(?t of 
the laWj but- of eicfvery— as it: would • be our first and great work to pursue and kiib thq mad-dog, ; ifistBad of 
^au«ing^, 'until we had eif^^ 

tv;;ei6thv i Reselvedj that 'lietwqea c^^rrupt politics on tli^ one hawd and corrupt churehes oa the othcr'+r'b'ij- 
iijrtefeu t}<6 |<|dit^aiis and' par^^^^ this La#, and th€>, priestSj^who are 'preaching its eaforcfetoeiit-^ 



limits, iii1|gjdus'^'<^ 






Svoulf he copHparatively eaiy. 
8th'- Kfisolved, cha^ immortal x^riter of Beclaralion^of 1^^^ 

diberate the enslaved by. the generous energy of ourown minds, they must, thoy wiilj he liberated by the awful 
process" , of St. Domingo Emaucipatitth; he uttered words, which there is but too much reason to believe 'ate 
'rapidly approaching their fulfilment. ;i? - 

i , 9th. . Ii«solyed, .that, inasmuch as sound px*inciples and sound teachers are as. indispensable in our Insti- 
tutions of Learning, rs in our pulj^its^ we rejoice to know, that, under the progress of the antislateiry Kcfttiment* 
; there are already soyeral Colleges in our country, which are open to colored students; and that there are two 
of these, in which' coloredpstudents find themselves emphatically at home. These are Oberl^n College in Ohio, 
and- Cahtral Collfege in New York — ^in the latter of which there is a colored; Pi'ofessor. - . - 



lOth. Besolved, thftt, inasmucli as every National party in. this Nation luist, because it is a National 
" . party, spare, if not indeed, positively fav or, slavery, it follows, that whoever belongs to ths Whi^ or Bemocratio 
y party, or to any ecolesia!5tical National party, does, however ixnwillingly or unwittingly, give his influexwe and 
^ ■ support to slavery. ' 

; nth. Itesolved, that the time has come, and had long .ago come, forgathering a Northern political 
- party, which shall be both determined and able to carry out the principles of the Federal Constitution and tbo 
,^ '^prineipleg of humanity and religion, in dverthrowin.g__the base and bloody system of Amerit^h siavar^i^ 

establishing a rightieou^ , . . ' • 

J 12tk Kesolved, that we welcome the presence in this Convention of William L. Chaplin ; and render 

' thanks to Almighty God for having preserved him alive, whilst under the blows and threats of murderotfs 
ruffians, and whilst in the dreary prisons, to which villainous and piratical G ovismments bad committed him. 
' J iSth. Resolved, tbat, instead of rebuking and scorning, we honor and love, this dear brother for havxijg 

- done that for which Jesus Christ will say unto him before an assembled world: "Inasniuch as ye have done 
J - it unto one of the least of these, yo have done it unto me". 

14 tk -Eesoiv^d, that 'if William L: Chaplin has done violence to the principles of republicanism arid 
: Christianity, in suffering a couple of his fellow-men to seek to promote' their escape from slavery by getting jn^o 
his cavriagft, then ajre republicanism and Christianity the deadliest enemies of humanity, and the cruellest lies, 
vi? that h^ve ever been propagated. , ^ , . . 

js 15th. WhWei^s, notwithstanding the considerable amount of donations toward eft'ectiiiig the liberation of * 

j our brother Chapjlin, he was obliged^ by reason of tUo exorbitant bail required of him, to borrow large sufes 
. /of mpney from Various individuals ; Resolved, therefore, that we deeply sympathize with him under his pe- 
V «uniary embarrassmentg, and warmly deswc, that the benevoleiit may soon relieve him of them. 

' . 1^^^^ Resolved, ttiat the liberation of Chaplin is an occasion for. remembering afresh, and pitying afresh, 
Drayton and Sayre ; a)^ for calling afresh on this ; hypooritic&l and cruel Nation to set thes& outraged auft 
■ «ffliated br«*llr6n at liberty. , . 

: /Whereas, ],nasmuch.a^ the, imprib^^ of, Bray ton and Sayjj-ip for aiding their fellow men to es- 
cape frpm the horrors of slavei^yj is an irapvisanojent for what n^ humanity and religion pronouncft a 
frnttmy^ht what thci«iw of.the Deckrati^n of l^dependenccj since jt deelar^s 'Hhat all men- are tareated 



cquiil", pronoiindCH a vh-tiic; mid for wlmi tlio law of tlio Fodoral Oonstltnlion, Binco it declares its object to 
1)0 "to fstivbliHli juHtico and Hcouro ilio blcHsiiigs of liberty," doc«, also, pr'onounOe a virtue; KoHolvcd, therefore, 
that it vi'ould be, not a IuwIohm act, but a lawful, lui well as humane and roligiouH act, to demolish the prisuu 
of thcHO philimthropiHts, and let thcni go free. 

ADDRESS. 

To the Fcoph of l/te Stoic of New York : 

A mmi I'uv of Congress rnllo on you to ntislRt In rfduclng your follow mnn to alnvcry. Were llicac fellow 
jtien crin»lnal«, Jilavory would \w ii punlnluncnt beyoiul, nud infinitely bcyo'.u, thoir deserts. To Hubjcet n mnn to the i.umi cnprlcloUH, 
<i;rucl, nnd IrrenponMblo, dcupoilBrn— a dcHpotlBiu loo, whieh nbsolutcly ann'.niliUcfl nil his iIijIuh, and Binlo hitri from mnnhood to cliuttel- 
hood—is laoro tliun i» duo to oven iho irrcliteat crlincH. IJut tliCRO fellow men «ro not ciindnolH. They ;iro your fiDueenbln, RuillloHH, 
iihrudcHO, rieigliborH; And llicy nrc not inscnHiblo to the wrongH inlUcti'd ujion thcin. Tiicy luivo interealB and DenBlbililieH llko your 
own. Tboy lovo wifo and children, even m you do. As suHcepilble. no yourflolvcs, nro ;)'cy of joy and sorrow. As sweet to ilicni, as 
to you, is liberty. And when bereaved of this pricelcsa blcHoing, tliclr desolation and wretchcdneBu arc us perllpct, aa wjuld bo your 
own, under tholiito boreavcnienl. 

Why then. If these things are so, should you do the great wrong of rmlucinK ihcso Innocent peopio to elavcrv ? The nnnwiftr to this 
inquiry is, that in'.v ccr::n;indD it. YJu fidiVut oui itivmijiico and iovc for law, nnd our obligation to obey it. We any with iho Apostle, 
that " the law is holy, and the coinmnndmcnt holy, and.i'!et and good." But. tJien, nil is not law, which is called law. That, whieh 
lacks truth, and juslicel nnd all the elements, of law, is, at Iho most, but nominal law. ' Genuine and real law is for the protection of ^ 
rl(j;il>(s. It issliain law, nnd no law, which is for the destruction of rights. But slavery desolates the whole field of human rifjhls. It 
ilenvcs not one right to its vieiiins. Hence, every law in favor of Blavcry is, moat emphatically, sham law— is, moat einpluitically, 
no law. 

But, It is fiald, that tlio law in question must bo obeyed, bceausoil Is n Constitutlonol law, nnd because tho Constitution called for 
the law. \Vp see nothing, however, to juetify tho enactment of this law in that provision of the Constitution, which the law wns enact- 
ed to enforce. If that provision calls for any legislation, if, is, moat certainly. State, and not National, legislation. But were it bo, 
that it calls for National logiBlation, it would, of course, bo such, ns docs no violence, and attempts no violence, to the provision of the 
■Constitution, reepccting tho Writ of Habeas Corpus, or to that respecting t!io right of trial by iury, or to any other of its provisions. 
Again—thia law was cnnctc-d for the sole purpose of rcplunging into slavery those, who had fled from its horrort*. But by no fair con- 
wtruciion of language can this iirovision bo rtid to refer to fugitives from slavery. It is said, however, that, notwithstanding tiio Con- 
stitution is, upon its surface, and in its obvious meaning, a paper against slavery, there is, nevertheless, in this and in some other of ItH 
-provisIonB, a hidden menning/or slavery. To this wo reply, that it is quite license enough to pass from an obvious to an occult meaning 
of words— from the certain legal meaning of words to sonic one of tho ten thousand of tlieir uncertain historical and traditional mean- 
ings—even when this is done for tho furtherance of tho cause of justice :— but, that to do this for the purpose of gaining success for in- 
jufetico and villainy, nnd injustice and villainy of unsurpassed enorpiity, is to go very far beyond tho limits of endurance, 

WhaS, however, if this law wore in harmony with tho Constitution?— that would be no authority for the law, if the law Is contrary 
to truth. Coaatitutlons and laws, so far as they are repugnant to truth, arc void. If the great Apostle had to confess, that ho could 
-♦'do nothing against tho truth, but for the truth", tho like confession must bo made for Constitutions and laws. They are powerlesB 
against the everlasting bulwarks of reason nnd religion. 

Beeaueeitis the sacred work of our fathers is another of tho reasons assigned, why wo mtist obey the Constitution and every port 
oiit. Our brief, only, and sufficient, answer to this is, that whatever respect \ 70 owe to our dead fathers, woowcmoroto the living 
God. ' 

We arb told, too, that, if wc reject tho Constitution, or any part of it, wc cannot consistently, and cannot, of right, vau> mAdr it 
and that, hence, we must cling to it, and to every part of it, in order to save to ourselves the precious and important right of suffrage— 
'the precious and important right of participating in the choice of our civil rulers. In answer to this we declare, that it is n Very grdts 
and a very pernicious fallacy, that our right to vote is created by, and held under, the Constitution. Our right to select our civil rulers 
•corries frblfl Crod ! inheres in our social being ; and overrides all Constitutions and' enactments. It is true, that men are at liberty to 
•provide thdk conventional regulations for the exercise of this right :~but they cannot create the right, or take it away, or at all encroach 
tipon It. - Hettcc, the provision of the Federal Constitution, which makes the taking of a certain oath the condition of the chosen ru- 
ler's entering upon the duties of his office, should be repealed, because it is in derogation of the natural and absolute right of the people 
tO: choose their rulers. Hence, too, they are wrong, manifestly wrong, who, because of this required oath, relinquish, or hold in abey- 
an6e, this natural and absoliite right. They should persevere in ihe jakefcUe of it; aS did the" Coftstitilertf s of Daniel O'Connell s-and^f 
any, whoni they wish to make rulers, shall have conscience against taking the oath of office, they should, nevertheless, elect ihofn; 
Their perseverance would be as successful, as was the perseverance of O'Connell's constituents.* The oath would be waived, when 
fused ; or, tetter still, it would be withdrawn from the Constitution. ' _ 



Uiit, iti answer to all our roaeons for not obeying lliin law for making olftvos of our neighbors, wc are told, that we must obey it for 
th6 reason, thot Civil Govoinnionl muMt bo obeyed. It is true, that Civil Govornnicntknust, bo obeyed. But, tho cun'jmand to obey 
it' comes to us with tho llmitalion, which accomf»onic8 the command to obey our parents. If wc must obey our narente, only "in 
the Lord"— tliat is, only to the extent, that liieir Kiomniands harmonize with tlio Divine conunands— so must wc ooey Civil (lovcrn- 
mcnl. with the like qualification. Civil Government is, to the same extent, |;liat every person is, subject to tlio supremo and immutable 
laws of God J and wliorovcr it violates tlioso laws, it is entitled to no autliorlty or obedience. 

Tho doctrine, that wrong may bo done, if commanded by Civil Government, is utterly fallacious. It is a doctrine which found no 
fiiVor with tho yoimg HobrewB, who preferred the fiery furnace to obeying a sinful command of the Government. Nor did it find any 
fuvor with hliii, who had rather be cast into tho lion's den than comply with a wicked requirement of the Government. The Apostles, 
too, refused to obey such a requirement : and they based tlieir refusal expressly on the ground of the paramount authority of God. 

. Wo are admonished to obey this law. as we would escape ihn crime, and the peril, of rebellion. But, when the Civil Govermient 
tramples oh the Divine authority, it is tho Civil Government, which Isi-the rebel— and not the citizen, who refuses to follow it. Tho 
Oovemment, which ha^ enacted this diabdlical law, has involved itself W the deepest and guiltiest rebellion— rebellion a^gainst Jehovoh 
Hipiself. , But tho citizen, who refuses to bear a part in enfow^ 

Wo arc summoned, in the' name of patriotism, to obey this law. But this law, being treason to God ond man, wc cannot servo 
our country by. obeying it. '[ Righteomness exalteih a nation" :— apd whensoever we. shall, be invoked by a true patdotism, it will bo 
to acoufse of righteousness. , It willinvdke us to honor, and not to insult, Godj to stand by, and not to oppress, His poor. 

We are told, that we are not at liberty to decide for omrselves what is Constitutional and lawful ; and the further falsehood is add- 
ed, that the Constitution appoints tho Judges under it its sole expounde»s. We are, also, told to listen submissiveljr to what eminent 
clergymen pronounce to be the ethics in the case. But, whilst we scout the papal doctrine, which would bind oiir conscience by other 
men's interpretations of religion, wc bold in no higher esteem the equally lying doctrine, wluch denies our right to judge foi' ouj'selvte 
what is Constitutional and lawful, . , 

We see, then, that no pleas of respect .'or law, or for Civil Government, or for the Constitution, or for any of its expounders, or for 
any of the expouiiders of Christianity, and that no threats of the stigma or punishment of rebellion, and no appeals in the name of pa- 
triotism, should be allowed to have ti^.' "ffect to bring us to the side of this infernal and horrible law. Come these pleas, and threats, 
arid appeals, from the Meetings, whicfr commercial and political men are getting up all over the North, under the name of i" Union 
Aleetings".; or coirie the^ from tlie mercenaries and knaves, who have got possQssion of so large o share of the American pulpits ; we 
areto-be deaf 10 them ahi ■ * 

The way is, now, prepared for us to say, that we will /esist thii law;— vvill resist it, at all hazards of property, or liberty, or life— 
and byall uuch meansj as shall promise to hlni, who uses them, the most effectual resistance. We cannot he christians, we cannot be 
iiien, and' do otherwise. He is no chrififian, and he has sunk his ihanhood out of sight, who can join in the attempt to reduce hisi inno- 
ceiit lieighbor and brother to slavery ; or vSjtl cari witness such attehij'jt, without striving to defeat it. This is not extravagant language 
in i2lirop»Roe»rD; and if it is such. in American ears, it is only because slavery has subsidized the American press aiid pulpit,, and be- 
nighted, infatuated, and debauched, the American people. It is manifest, that, wherever slavery reigns, there mi\st bo a very imperfect 
perception of the claims of hurnanity and religion. 

■ '^r i'ellbw citizens I we stop not with exhorting you to ttaihple this law Under foot. This law is one, and btit one, t)f tMi licihandi flf 
Anaerican .Blaverj'fuponypu :— and, as Ipng as American slavery lives, it will, ever and anon, be putting forth denands' apon vJiH,— oe- 
;mand8, .ftU of which wil.' be deeply revolting to an cijlightened conscience and a sound humanity. Your vvar with this J«.ii)t l9,,tRere- 
-Ibre; riot be limlted to tills law .-—but it is to be exteiided toi slavery Itself. For, until slovery is orferthroWh, you Will bd contJtaucHy 
exposed to i s* tyrannous and galling claims. Fdr' your own sake, theft, you have heed to strike at slavery. ' But, if so, hoW niudh ihore 
.Bhot^d yotlWrike at it, for the slave's sake! If,you,,who are amid but the outer and feebler reaches of the power of slavery, are, iiever- 
theless, ed ,iriijpatient under that power, what must bot be the figqriy of those, who are in the very ceiitre of its irdii grasp ? lj.y°"» 
wfao-ardlnSjut the pehurnbrti of slavery, complain so rhUch of its cnilhng shadows, how hornd rriust b©' their condition, who hire in the 
blackness of its darkness ! Oh, to be a slijet To wake, every morning, with the consciousness of being's slave I To.carry the. wenry 
load of this consciousness, all the day long I Surely, surely, earth has no oiher lot, so hard as that of the slave ! 

Does slkvery, then, concern you for yourselves? ttilmfiasurfe^ly^ore should it cbncern yOufor the mlllloi?isof Jrour^riskyed coun- 
trymen. Is .it your duty to deliver yourselves from! its toils'? Ihnnitely higher is your duty to free the telave. -What hinders yoa mm. 
giving, this help? , Spy ,y.oji, that the Constitution does? WoadniVf, that, in most of theinterpi:et!iti.on!i of thj^tinatrument, there- is 
an abundance of proslavery, flut, we 'a&rrn,~ tliat, iii the ihstriifmen' itself, there is none. We admit, that Tbrosla very is to bfe found in 

„^ 254.1.13 : -~ — - — 



HOttio of thfi clnnhtng nnd uncertain hlBtorloa of tlio iiiHlnimont. Biil, wo nfliirin, thnt, for iho puiposo of liilcrprcUnR ii, \vc. Imvn noth- 
ing to do wltli tliCBo hlntorlcd; nnd tlint wo arc tof tlctoniilnn ItH clirnactcr nnd claims hom it« piiRos, nnd noi nVom lln lilnioikH. Wo 
iidmUi thnt thnro \b BoniohlBlorlcnlovltltmct), itmt ocrluin porHonn hud iho purpoau to gol. fllav-'iy into ll»o Cuiiall'.nlion. lhx{, ilio qiu's- 
tl(jn 1b— did' tlioy got It Inl Tlicir purpooo la noliilnjf, if it wua not Bunccsaful. 

Wlinl, liowovor, If tlio Confititutlon, Instcnd of miulrinp, OH if cicatly does, tho irnnicdiato extinction ofnliivoiv, icmilrcH it to bo 
upheld I — vaUi, nltogcthor vain, 1h hucIi rcqnircmont «/{(ilnHt 'tho oblltfatlonH, wlniclx How from tho niUiiral and tmeliantst abk! iclutionH of 
iiiou to cncii oilier. Thcso rolaiionH, boinx; boforo and abovo any rclallonw created by lliu Constitnlioii, niUHt bo Huetulncd imdlionored, 
oven though all arllRcial nnd conventional relationB do thoroby perlehv 

Ib it anld, that woaro not to Intorforo with the ineititutiona of our flifitor StatcB?— and thot ulavory in Virginia or Georgia ia bnyond, 
our IcKlthnato reach 1 Wo answer, that, whorover in our own Nation, or in any oilier Nul lon, tlio rlfjhtB of men aro cloven down, 
tiioro 10 II work for us to do, In behalf of our contmon humanity. Ncllhor by State, nor National, lines ufu our ByuipaihicH to l)o bound- 
ed:— and, ^ihcrovor our mympathloa aro called for, tlilllicr siiould wo /?(» in porB^ni, if that bo needful lo malto our aymjjatliies moai vS- 
fecllvo. It ia a fiction of men. Instead of tho truth of God, tliat wo Ijuvo not mo right to help suciii of tlio oppresHcd, n» dwell b^iyond 
tho limits of our State, or Nation. Tlio aiamo right havo wo to fly to tlio auccor of tho oppicnsod Italian or Uungarlan, ua to redresa 
tlio wrongs of our countrymen and nolghbore. It ia tyrants, wlio arc not willing to bo diaturbed iti their opprcasidn of tlidlr Hul>jeeta- r 
it is those, who havo inatlllcd into tho well nigh univoraal mind tlio lesson, that a mun haa no rljuiu to . curry liia jihilantliroplc eflbrts 
boyond his own country. But that lesson is scorned, wherever tho dbctrino of the human brotherhood in intelligently and lovingly ap- 
prehended. Draw as many lines upon tho aurfaeo of tho earth, nnd make as many Nations, as you will, tlila.can, in no wise, allect tno 
rights, which pertain to monibcrahip in tho human family. Tlicso were us fully tho rigiila of the Sainailtun, when in J udcn, us wlien in' 
Sumniin ;— Pnd, hence, his liberty to minister to liutnan want, us well in tho ono Nation, as in tho otiicr. Those righia aro unimpaired 
iti iho beloved Joseph Sturgo and Eliliu Hurritt ;— and, lienco, their liberty to go among tho contending powcr.s of Europe for tho pur- 
posoof maidngpcaco. They aro unimpaired in the eloquent and excellent Goorgo Thoinppon, also;— and, lichee, ho may tome to tho 
shores of Amorirta to plead tho cause of the doVvn-trodd,en. It is true, that Sturgo and Burriit aro not Danoa, rind that Thompaon i« 
not an Amorlcnn, But, Sturgo nnd Durritt arc brothers of Danes ana Thompson is the hrolhcv of "Americuns : anil, aurcly, ono brother 
bus the right to help another, meet they, where they may, In tho wide world. 

Deny our right to deliver the millions of our countrymen, who arc crushed In tho iron folds of slavery ! Why, if wlicrcver a nomi- 
nal Christianity prevails (,nnd tho prevailing chriatinnitv of no nation is more than nominal,) there were a real Christianity, then would 
it bo acknowledged, over all Christendom, that, to breafe up the nest of piratea in our Southern ytatcs, and to break up every other nest 
of pirates, is the firat work of Christlarilly, nnd a work to wliich no State nor National boundaries should bo Buflcrcd to present any Im- 
peuimenta. 

Wo presume not, fellow cItizcnB, to prescribe what you shall do for the overthrow of American slavery. It is for you to dotermino, 
as you nro tlblo to do wisely, by what ineans you shall undertake to conipasa this object. But, wc cunnot close this Address, without 
icmlndlrig you, that, in vain will bo all your elibrts to this end, whilst you arc identified with American religion or American politics. 
Tlteso are the great props of American slovcry. Americaboastsof her republicanism nnd also of her religion. But, there is not in tho 
wideworldatioihorsuchcompoundof hypocrisy, meanness, and cruelty, ns ia to bo seen in her republicanism, and, also, !n her religion. 
Weriiean by American religion, that religion, which our National ecclesiaatical pr.rtlcj8 have gotten up for the purpose of accommodating 
the men-thieves of tlic South and their guiltier partners in the North — that religion, which, only tho other day, shut out men from on 
Epiacopal Convention for no other reason than the color of their skins— that religion, whoso cunning, calculating ministers from one 
end of your State to the other — from the Spencers of Brooklyn to tho Lords of Buflalo— are preaching obedience to the law, which calls 
on you to sink youi: follow men into the Hell of slavery. Wc mean by American politics that mixture, which our National political 
parties havb skilfully Adapted to the palates of tho dealers in human flesh at tho South, and to the palates of the dealers in Southern 
cotton at tho North, and to the palates of officc-8cekcr.s, both North and South. We mean by American politics the Whig ond Demo- 
ciatie politics, which enacted that law, under the terrors of which "ihe poor of the earth hide. themselves together", or fly affrighted to 
the wilds and snows of Canada; and under the power of which parents, children, husbands, wives, are dragged down into the niatch^ 
leas horrors of slavery. Wo mean by American politics the politics, which crowd the numberless " Union Meetings" of tho North with 
Whig, and Democratic traitors to Freedom and to God, We mean by American politics the politics, which have, so recently and so 
suddenly, led the Whig and Democratic parties, both in and out of Congress, to .adopt the husn-policy in regard to slavery. 'Many of 
their Newspapers have, erenow, uttered brave words against slavery 5— but even these have neairly all found themselves obhgeft to come 
into th)5 hushTp6Ucy. ' . , ' 

We scarcely pficd add, that tho base, haggard, murderous creatures, v,'hich we havedeclared American politics and American reli- 
gion to be, limit, necessarily, so long as slavery is the ruling interest of the Nalionj be the politics and the religion— the oiie of our Na- 
tional political parties, and the otherof our National ecclesiastical parties; For, it is manifest, that the South, so long as she is under' 
the sway of slavery,- will come into no party— wiil abide in no party, whether in Church or State— that does not conform ic the de- 
mands of slavery. Whatever, then, you shall, or shall not, undertake to do for the overthrow of American slavery, it is obvious, as we 
haj^e vlrtiially Bdid before^ that you can do nothing effectual to this end, only in so far, as you are extricated from the meshes of National 
parties, both political and ecclesiastical. To be in any such parties is to be, whether you know it or not, and ^vhethor you will itor not, 
on the side of slavery. 



Wc take pleasure In admitting, that there are many persons in the Whig and Democratic parties, who cherish n sincere desire for 
the tjbolition of alaverji, and who tnal;e more or less efrort to this end. But, it is manifost, that the antislavery influence of sugh desire 
and efibrt is as nothini^, comp/ircd with the proslavery influence, which they exert in sustaining a mighty proslavery party. Surely, 
surely, if an individual would maintain his power at any point, he must not join and sustain a party, which is exci ting a counter powef 
at that point. 

So, too, do wetaitc pleasure in admitting, that there arc many persons in the Whig and Democratic parties, who cherish ^ sincere 
desire for the repeal or nullification of the Fugitive slave Jaw, and who make more or less efTori to this end. But preemincutly.absurd 
is the idea, that they are in eflect, as well as in desire and effort, against this law. For, not only is it true, ihul iheBcs pai ties aiti despe- 
rately proslavery, and, fi-om tlio fact of their being National parties, necessarily proslavery ; but it is also true, that this law has hecomo 
the ^reat bond of union in the case of each of these parties, and that each of them is to be kept from dissolution, only so long as this 
law is unrepealed and enforced. If he then, who adheres to a party, which is held together by the continuance and cement of this Sa- 
tanic law, may be honest in believing, that the migbit of his inflaence can be against the law, he is, nevertheless, foolish in entertaining 
such a belief. The Whig and ■Democra;tic parties made the law. The Whig and Democratic parties uphold the law. The Whig and 
Democratic parties must, on penalty of being broken up, continue to uphold the law. Nothing, then, is more plain than that the first 
work of him, who is in one of these parties, and who would 'contribute to put an end to this law, is to break out of his party; and to 
ccaso to vote for slaveholders, and for the makers, and dcfendei's, and keepers, of slave-catching and siave-hoUing laws. Do what elsd 
hci will, he is, uiitil he does this, the law. Until he does this, he is to beheld responsible for the murderous law, instead of being fel - 
Ibwshippfed by its consistent and effective ehemies. His first Avork Ishlsown repentance, instead of bringing others to repeaiarice: — 
attd for U8 to admit, that he tian espouse our causo, and stand by our side, without having dono this first Vi'ork, Is for us to chcupen, and 
{t<^|«c0ratid condemn ourselves, our position, and our cause 

•fW* Nation is perishing, because of its National parties : and whoever would contribute to save it must stand aloof from thein. 
"^^VUist reasonable hope, that the Free Soil party, which was organized in this State, two or three years ago, would pjrove useful, 
was grounded in the fact, that it was not a National party. And it might, possibly, have proved useful in some respects, had it con- 
tinued to be a Northern party. But, the loaves and fishes are to be found in National parties : and as it was these, more than the suc- 
cess of the antislavery cause, tliat the majority of its leaders were after, it is nv mystery, that this party has, with honorable oxccptions 
among its members, identified itself with a National party. Free Soil parties were organized, about that time, in several other States, 
But little or no good will come from them, notwithstanding, that many noble men are in them. These parties refuse to bo concerned 
for the three millions of slaves in the Stat js:— and, in respect to fugitive slaves, tha highest ground, which even their Mr. Giddings 
take^, in his late Free Soil Speech, is, that, whilst they will not hinder fhe fiend-work of repiungingithem into slavery, they will not 
help it. It is, nevertheless, by means of such parties, that these good men expect to accomplish good. Alas, when will even good men 
give up their atheistic contrivances for doing good ? Why should they hone for success in a policy, which is counter to the Divine ]3ol- 
icy7 God's is the positive and glorious policy of doing good. Theirs' is the negative and inlporable policy of doing no harm. He de- 
nounces not him only, who makes the poor cry, but him also, v no " stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor". He denounces not him 
only, who draws his fellow men unto death, but him also who "forbears to deliver Ihcin, thni are drawn unto death". The Free Soil 
parties flatter themselves, that God denounces but the slave-holder. No less, however, does He denounce them, who suffer the slave to 
beheld. The Free Soil parties flatter themselves, that God denounces but the slave-cKljIier. But, no lees certain and fearful arc His 
denunciations against them, who sufTer the slave to be caught. 

The excuse of these Free boil parties, for keeping themselves within this circle of negations, is that the Federal ConstituJion keeps 
t^cm there. Unhappy reading of the Constitution is theirs ! But, what If the Constituti on is, as they read it? What., in that case, 
have they to do, but to break away from it, as they should from every " covenant with death and agresment with Hell" ? None of ua 
»re absolutely bound to be ConstltutionaUsts. But all of us are absolutely bound to be men. If we cannot be Constitmionalists, and 
yet be men; then we cannot be Constitutionalists. If we cannot follow the Constitution without forsaking our manhood, then we 
rannot follow the Constitution. If to claim, that God has made us keepers of all our brothers— of our brother, who is pining in slavery, 
and of our brother, who is escaping from it—is to disobey the Constitution, then we must disobey it, 

Happy, thrice happy, would it be, were the good men of the land to constitute a political party, which should be intent on realizing 
the idea of a righteous Civil Government— a Government, which would sympathize with the slave, and the landless, and protect its 
Eubjects from the ciux« of war, and the curse of the trafiBc in intoxicating drinks. How soon such a party would rid the country of 
Slavery, and land-monopoly, and rum-selling, and save the earnings of its laborers from being wasted on war and the preparations for 
war ! But, so it is, that the good men of the land do, with few exceptions, belong to the National political parties— and these arc pro- 
slavery, land-monopoly, war, and rum-selling parties ! What infatuation in such "men to belong to such parties 1 And what infatua- 
tjOD would it be in ue to hope for the advancement of our country in the cause of truth and virtue and religion, whilst the great ttiass 



of her g(k)Cl mon mo ft/und in such wioked and pcinicioiw connCxiont ! MftJco up your- minds, fellow citlacus, that your coimtry must 
jwiish, "unlesB ihc good men In it hasttiii to qa'l ».hc National, antj^ bwjiUBO National, proalavory parties. Wo bcp you not to misundcr- 
ptan4 a«, nl this point. Wo do rint,hoJd, that S/ivil Optertitiient, htiwever perfect in ito theory, or in its administration, is the source ' 
of Bitlvatioh. Religion nlorio has'tmb'nOnor;— and Civll^^ scrvnnt. She will, however, undertake no mntrndic- 

tions. Sho will not scok to save the world by moans and iigpncIeB hostile to its salvation. She will not eii.ploy to this end war, in- 
stead of peace j drunkenness, instead of temperance ; iicenlioiliBncsi*, ihslead of purity ; nor unrighteous Civil Government, unri^hieous ' 
civil rule's, and unrighteous political parties, instead of their cJJptMiltes. \ 

Our last words are to tlie colored people of the State of New-York : and, in speaking to them, we speak to the colored jxjople of «[( ] 
the Northern States nlao. Brethren ! we need your help to overthrow the bloody nnd saianic system ot American slavery. Wo cannot 
dispense wUh it. Much less can we afford to have you an obstacle in ou'' way. So it is, however, that you have, hitherto, bcpn such 
Rn obstacle. The Colonization Society, which you hate with a great, but not too great, hatred, propoBcs to rcmoyc yon to Africa. 
Your reply to this proposal Is, that you must remain hero to syinpathlio with your enslaved brethren, and help deliver them. Pardon 
M3 for aaying, thai you wholly mlet'ike the efiect of j'our presence. Were you removed from the land, the work of delivering the slave 
vk ould not be half as difficult, as it now is. You are the mlll-srone around his neck. It is true, that, were your conduct and characti r 
what llwiy shoiiiu be, the effect of your presence would be most favorable to the slave. Indeed, he could not, in that case, remain a 
slave. , ■ ' ■ ; i 

AVhat in most noedfwl for the deliverance of the enslaved is, that their oppressors shall see them to be men. If they shall sec these, 
whom they abuse and trample under foot, to be men— Heaven-endowed^ Immortal men— ihe sight will render them morally incapable ot 
continuing their guilty relation. They >yill fly back from that relation, horror-slrack at the revelation of its enormities. But, how, by 
any other means, could they be brought so cnectually to see the manhood and dignity of their slaves, as in the light of your conduct 
nnd character, were but that corjduet and character what they should he, for self-denial, purity, beauty,, and elevation? Nothing is 
more true than that that part of the race, which is out of slavery, rcilects the advantage, or, disadvantage, of its character — of its excel- 
lence or debasement — upon that part of the racj;, which is still m slavery. An instance of this truth is in the slaveholders' habit of jus- | 
tifying their enslavement of your orethrea by the standing and plausible, and greatly influential, plea of your degradation-:^of your unfit- i 
»ess fOT fireedom. 

, You.adrait your degradation :— but you seek to excuse it on the ground, that it is foxccd— that it is involuntary. An involuntary 
<h)gradation ! We are half disposed to deny its possibility; and to treat the lariguage as a solecism. At any rale, we feel comparatively ; 
uo concern for what of your degradation comes from the hands of others. It is your self-degradation, which fills us with eorrow-r-sor- i 
iowjor yourselves, and still more for the millions, whose fate turns 80 largely on your bearing. We know, and itgricvcsus to know, I 
that white mch are your murderers^ But, our far deeper grief is, that you are suicides. ! 

Would to God, brethren, that you were inspired with sclf-respecl 1 Then would others be inspired with resfjoct for you :— and. thcn, ! 
would the days of American slavery be numbered. We entreat you to rise up, and to quit yourselves like men, in all your political, and 
oielesiastical, au I social, relations. As instances of your lack ofself-respect — many of you consent to worship in Chu rches, which have 
the negro-pew ;, ar.d many of you are in connexion with proelavery ecclesiastical bodies, and have Church-fellowship \vi\h these, who 1 
buy airi sell yoiii brethren, and who, of course, have no moral principle against buying and selling you ; and many of you belong to the | 
same political parties with "the slaveholdersj and the upholders of slavery, and the upho/ders of the " Fugitive slave law" ; and, so en- | 
tirely prostrate is your seif-respect, that you go to the polls, and vote for men, who refute to eat with, you — to eit by your side in the 
House of Worship— or let their children sit by the side of yours in the School, and who would kick you out of their parlors, were you to 
presume. to eater them- Say we not truly, brethren, that you are the heaviest burden, which the antislavery cause has to carry ! In- 
deed, compared with this, all its other burdens arelight. 

. Perhaps, it will be eaid, in excuse for your abjectncss and self-contempt, that, so long as you are clustered in cities and villages, and 
confined to servile employments, yoisr spirit must, necessarily, be servile, your votes at the disposal of your employers, and your reli- 
gion whatever is most conveme.nt. Why, then, do you not scatter yourselves over the country in the capacity of independent and up- 
right farmers and mechanics 1 

Alljtruly good men do, of course, sy-mpathizo with you. You arc oppressed —deeply, craelly, wickedly, oppressed ;— and thai is rea- 
scih chough, v^hy they should sympathize with you. Nevertheless, great injustice is done, to Daniel Webster, Lewis Cass, and others, 
when they are tKxcd with inconsistency for passing over you, and giving their sympathies to the Hungarians. Daniel Webster and 
Lewis Cass and the like belong to the yulsar herd of men : — and when has that vulgar herd been knovvh to sympathize with a people, 
simply because they were oppressed ? Never! never! There must be heart, where there is such sympathy. But all men, including: 
even «uch selftsh and prostituted persons, as Daniel Webster and Lewis Cass, are capable of sympathizing with the brave, self-denying, 
and heroic endeavoTis, which, here and there, the oppressed putforthto throv/ off their oppressions. Hence, the interest of Daniel Web- 
ster, Lewis Cass, and the like, in the Hungarians, whilst, at the same time, they forget others, v/ho are more heavily oppressed, but 
whov nevertheless, instead of arousing themselves, like the Hungarians, to put an end io their oppressions, have sunk down lamely, and 
servilely, arid helplessly, under them". 

Let the colored peojrfo of the North display bravery, and self-«amfico, and heroism, in their own Iwhalf, and in behalfof tteir 
brethren in bands let tnem bp seen "in every city to g^ithpr themselyiaB together and to stand »or their life", as did the handful of 
oppressed Jews in ihereign of King Ahasuerus ; and let them be seen resolyed to perish rather than return lo slavery : or let thens be 
seen Btemly refusing to conjunae tlie products, which are heavv with the groans and wet with the sweat, and tears, and blood, of the 
slave ; or let them be seen as stcnily refusing to worship with tne devil- worshippers, who build negro-pews : or as sternly refusing to go 
into political parties, in which slaiveholders feel at home, and to vote for their oppressors, traxJucers, and despisers :— let such things, we 
say, be seen in the colored people of the North, and it requires no spirit of prophecy to foretell, that such things will have power to en- 
list the sympathies, and extort the ptaisc and admiration of all men. Even Daniel Webster and Lewis Cdss, now negro-murderers, will, 
then be negro-admirers., Then Daniel S., Dickinson, exchanging for a genuine reverence the spirit in him, which he deems to be a rev- 
erent, but which is only a spaniel and servile spirit, will desire to be carried back to Old Virginia, no longer for the purpose of kissing 
the feet of her elaveholrting patriarchs, bat for the purpose of bouoring her black men. And, then^ even the slaveholders, throwing aWay 
thieir whips and branding-irons, will join the abolitionists. 

Brethren, we are not unmindful, that, in speaking to you, and of yoH, as we have done, we have spoken plainly and freely. But, 
■we have spoken hpnestiy and truly. We admit, and we take pleasure in admitting, that what we have spoken does not apply to you 
all. Thore are aniong you men, who would sooner lay down their lives than join a proslavery Church, or a proslavery political party.' 
Tliese ai'O men of self-respect and self-denial— men of theheroic and the martyr-spirit. May God multiply such, and make them an ef- 
fectual Ic-aven jn. the mass of their servile and solf-degraded brethren. 

' In conclasion, we disclaim the ide^o, that your character haa suffered more from your unfavorable circumstances than the charac- 
ter of wliite men would have suffered from the like circumstances. Had white men been under as protracted and severe a process of 
debasement, as you have been, there would, doubtless, be quite as much to lament in their condition and character, as there isln yours. 
But, let it not sooths and content you to .Hnow, that you differ from your white brethren, not in your origin and nature, but only in 
your circunakaoces ; ai«I that to your circumstances, and not to your origin and natKre, is your lack of dignity and self-esteem attribu- 
table! Peel, deeply feel, that ^ ou have fallen :— and that, w^hatever the causes or explanations of your fall, you will rise. Fe^l^ deeply 
f(»l, that, co«t what it- may, you wUl be what you should be. 
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